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Head of Bankrupts , on account 
that I have beena larger Sufferer by * 


* 


0 Pr be a little the warmer on this 


© ſuch means than ordinary: But I ing 
to all the World, as to the Equity of the haye ſeen him wi 
« Caſe, What the difference is between tiles Petition for his own, or but ſome of 
* having wy Houſe broken up in the it, and be Taunted and Swore at, and 
Night to be Robb'd, and a Man coming * deny'd by a Sawcy Infolent Bankrupt : 
io Good Credit, and with a Proffer of That the poor Man has been wholly 
* Ready Money in the middle of the Day, Ruin'd by the Cheat. "Tis by the Vil- 
and buying $004. of Gods, and carry * lany of ſuch, many an Honeſt Man is 
* them diretily from my Warehouſe into Undone , Families Starvd and ſent a 
the Aint, and the next day laugh at Begging, and yet no Puniſhm:at pre- 
me, add bid me defiance ? Yet this I ſcrid d 323 Laws for it. 
© have ſeen done: I think tis the juſteſt And all this Occaſion'd by the Ter- 
* thing in the World, that the laſt ſhou'd © ror of a Commiſſion, and the ftrange 
de eſteem'd the greater Thief, and de- Extravagancies of its Execution. 
* lerves moſt to be hang d. * If the Bankrupt be a Merchant, no 
] have ſeen a Creditor come with his * Statute can reach his Effects _— the 
Seas 3 


Seas; ſo that he has nothing to ſecure + New Comer ſoon learns to 
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but his Books, and away. he goes into 
the Friars» If a Shopkeeper, he has 
more Difficulty ; but that is made eaſie, 
for there are Men (and Carts) to be had, 
whoſe Trade it is, and who in one Night 
ſhall remove the greateſt Warehouſe ot 
Goods, or Cellar of Wines in the Town, 
and cacry them off into thoſe Nurſeries 
of Rogues, the Mint and Frizrs; and 
our Conſtables and Watch, who are 
the allow'd Magiſtrates of the Night, 
and who ſuall flop a poor little Jurk- 
ing Thicf, that, it may be, has ſtole 
2 bundle of old Cloaths, worth 53, 
ſhall let them all paſs without any di- 
fturbance. and ſee a Hundred Honeft 
Men robb'd of the ir Eftates before their 
Faces; to the Eternal Infamy of the 
Juſtice of the Nation. 

© And were a Man but to hear the Diſ- 
courſe among the Inhabitants of thoſe 
Dens of Thieves, when they firſt ſwarm 
about a New Comer, to Comtort him; 
for they are not at all harden'd to a like 
degree at Once. — {el}, Hays the 
firtt, Come, don't be concern'd, you have 
got 4 good Parcel of Goods away, I pro- 
miſe- you; you need not value all the World. 
Ab! wau'd 1 hai done ſo, ſays ano» 
ther, /'d a lub at all my Celitors. 
Ab! ſays the Young Proficieat in the 
harden'd Trade, but my Creditors ! Dann 
the Creditors, ſays a Third, Why, there's 
fuch 4 one and ſuch à one, they have Cre- 
ditors too, and they won't 2prce wi;bthem, 
and here they live like Gentlemey, and 
care no 4 Farthing for them. Offer your 
Creditors Half 4 Crown in the Ponud, 44 
pay it themin Ol Deits; and if they mant 
tale it, let them alone, they'll come aſter 


you, never fear it. 0! But a Statute, lays 


he again. O0] But the Devil, ci ies the 
Minter. y, tis the Statutes we live 
ty, ſay they: by, if 'twere not for ta- 
tate g, Creditors would CmDy, an4 Deb- 
tors wind Compound, ant N. Hane Fel- 
lows Here ot th - Mint woud be Servo d. 
Irithze Wh necd yeu cre for a Sturt? ? A 


* thoujand Stitutts ears ret. you lere. This 


is the Lanznmge of th: Contiitr , Ad the 
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ſpeak it; 
(for Itbink I may ſay, without wronging 
any Man, I have known many a Man go 
in amongſt them Honeſt, that is, with- 
out Ill Detign ; But I never knew one 
come away ſo again.) Then comes 
a Gravrer Sort among this Black Crew, 
(for here, as in Hei), are Fiends of Be- 
grees, and different Magaitude,) and he 
falls into Diſcoutſe with the New Comer, 
and gives him more ſlid Advice. Look 
you, Sir, I am Concern'd to ſee you Melan- 
cholly ;, I am in your Circumſt ance too; and 
if you'll accept of it, I'l give you the beſt 
Advice I can; and ſo begins the Grave 
Diſcourſe. 

The Man is in too much Trouble, not 
to want Counſel, ſo he thanks him, and 
he goes on: Send 4 Summons to your Cre» 
ditors, and offer them what you can pro- 
poſe iv the Pound (always reſerving a 
good Srock to begin the World again,) 
which if they will take, you are 4 Freemay, 
and better thin you were before ; if they 
won't take it, you know the 71 n, 
you are on the better ſide of ibe bedge 
with them : If ibey wih not inte it, but 
will proceed to 4 Statute, you bave nothing 
to do, but to oppoſe Force with Force; 
for the Laws of Nature tell you, you muſt 
ror ſtarve , and 4 Itatute is ſo Barbarous, 
fo Vnjuſt, ſo Malicious 4 way of Procee- 


ding againſt 4 Man, thit I do not think 


any Debtor oblig'd to conſider any thing 
but his orn Preſcryation, when once they 
go 01 with that, — For why, ſays 
the Old Stuly'd Wiretch, ſtould the Cre» 
ditors ſpend your Eſtate in ibe Commiſſi- 
on, ar then dem ibe Det of you 100 ? 
Do you awe any thing to the Commiſſion of 
th: Statute ? (Na, lays he) Wroy then, ſays 
he, I warrants their Charges will come 10 
2col. out of your Eſtate, and they muſt 
hive 10%. 4 % for Starving you and 
your Fam'iy, I cannot ſee why any Man 
ſuo:l1 thin I am bound in Con. ience to 
[4 the Extraudgance of other Men. If 
my Creditors ſrend cool. in getting in my 
"jtate by 2 Steture, which 1 off-r'd 10 ſur- 
ier without it, Id reckon that 500 l. 

a. 
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paid. them, let them tale it among them; * Neceility of laying aſide that Law, 
* which is pernicious to both Debtor and 
* Creditor, and chiefly buctfulco the Honeſt 


or Equity is due to 4 Bankrupt, 4s well 


© 4510 ay Many; and if the Laws do nos 
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give is us, we muſt take is, 

* This is too rational Diſcourſe not 
to pleaſe him, and he proceeds by 
this Advice; the Creditors cannot @- 
gree, but take out a Statute 5, and the 
Man that offer'd at ficſt, it may be, 
10 5. in the Pound, is kept in that Cur- 
ſed Place till he has ſpent it all, and can 
offer nothing; and then gets away be- 
yond Sea, or after a long Conſumption 
gets off by an Act of Relief to the Poor 
Debtors, aud all the Charges of the Sta- 
tute falls among the Creditors Thus 
I knew a Statute taken out againſt a 
Shopkeeper in the Country, and a con- 
ſiderable Parcel of Goods too ſez d, 
and yet the Creditors, what with Char- 
ges, and two or three Suits at Law, 
loſt their whole Debts, and 8s, per 
Pound, Contribution-Money, for Char- 
ges; and the poor Debtor, like a Man 
under the Surgeon's hand, died in the 
Operation. 

(2.) * Another Evil, that Time and Ex- 
perience has brought to Light from 
this Act, is, when the Debtor himſelf 
ſhall confederate with ſome particular 
Creditor to take out a Statute z and this 
is a Mafter-piece of Plot and Intrigue : 
For perbaps ſome Credicor honeftly 
receiv'd in the way of Trade a large 
Sum of Meney of the Debtor for Goods 
ſold him, when he was ſui juris; and be 
by Conſent ſhal} own himſelf a Bank- 
rupt before that time, and the Sta- 
tute ſhall reach back te bring ia an 
Honeſt Man's Eſtate, to help pay a 
Rogue's Debt. Or a Man ſhall go and 
borrow a Sum of Money upon a Parcel of 
Goods, and lay them to Pledge z he kee ps 
the Money, and the Statuce fhall fetch 
away the Gocds to help forward the 
Compoſition, Thee are Tricks I can 
ge too good an account of, having more 
than once ſuffet'd by the Experiment. 
| could give a Scheme of more ways, 


* Man, who it was made to preſerye. 
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* The next Enquiry is, Whether the 
Extremities of this Law are not often 
catried on beyond the true Intent and 
Meaning of the Act it ſelf, for Malicious 
and Private Ends, to gratify Paſſion and 
Revenge ? 

I remember the Anſwer a Perſon gave 
me, who had taken out Statutes agaiaft 
ſeveral Perſons, and ſome his near Re- - 
lations, who bad fail'd in his Debt; and 
when | was one time difſuading him from 
Proſecuting a Man, who ow'd me Money 
as well as him, | us'd this Argument with 
bim; vou kxow th? AMan bas nothing left 10 
Pay. That's true, ſays he, 1 know thas 
well enough. To what purroſe then, (aid 
I, will you Proſecute bim? Why, Re- 
venge is ſweet, laid he. Now a 
Man that will Proſecute a Debtor, 
not as a Debtor, but by way of R e, 
ſuch a Man is, I think, — 
nally within the Benefit of our Law. 

* la Order to ſtate the Caſe right, 
there are four ſorts of People to be con- 
ſider'd ia this Diſcourſez and the true 
Caſe is, how to diſtinguiſh them. 

(1) There is the Honeft Debtor, who 
fails by vitible Neceſſiy, Loſſes, Sick- 
neſs, Decay of Trade, or the like, 
62.) The Knaviſh, Deſigning, or Idle, 
Excavagant Debtor ; who fails becauſe 
either he has run gut his Eſtate ia Bx- 
ceſſes, or on purpoſe to Cheat and A- 
buſe his Creditors. 
(3. * There is the Moderate Creditor, 
wiv ſeers but his own, bur will omi: 
no lawful Means to gain it, and yet 
will hear reaſonable and juſt Arguments 
and Propoſals. 
(4+) * There is the Rigorous, Severe 
Creditor, that values not » hzther the 
Dehtur be Honeſt Man or Knave, Able, 
or Unable; bur will bave bi Debt, whe- 
ther it be to be had or no; without: 
© Mercy, without Compaſſion, full of N 


but | think 'tis needleſs to prove the Language, Palſion, ard Revengy- 


